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u local Secs, are requested to send reports of all 
l0 whom * on - t connec ted with their branches , also 30 copies 

:;Z‘ ^ **" ,h ‘> may * r ”“- 
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Ji’n Lilian ; ■■ Studies in Childhood,” Professor Sully ; " Progressive 

_ . . • » > r : ~ r* C* n i 1 1 a r r\ . 


BELGRAVIA - On Tuesday, November 26th, Mr. R. Somervell, of Harrow, 
p-ave a most interesting lecture, on - Lessons before School,” at Mrs. 
Elliot’s house, in Rowland Gardens. The meeting was largely attended, 
and a spirited discussion followed. 

Mr. Somervell said that from a large experience of little boys he thought 
it was desirable that parents should cultivate habits of accuracy and 
attention, rather than give a general smattering on many subjects. 
He suggested that there were many things left undone in the home 
education of little boys between infancy and the first plunge into boarding 
school life, and, after dwelling upon the desirability of cultivating memory, 
observation and intelligence in more equal proportions, he strongly 
advised that children should be better grounded in English grammar 
before they went to school, and that too many subjects should not be 
learnt by seedling minds, and he pointed out very truly that one hour 
a week is not enough to create an interest in any branch of knowledge. 

On Thursday, December 12th, a lecture was to be given by C. T. 
Dent, Esq., F.R.C.S., at 2, Carlos Place (by the kind permission of 
Mrs. E. Dent), on “ Sensitiveness and Sensibility in Children.” 

Miss Lucy Soulsby has kindly consented to address the Branch on 
January 24th, at 35, Cranley Gardens (by the kindness of Mrs. PyoT’ 
on “ What to do with our Girls.” 

Courses of lectures are being arranged on ** Hygiene,” and also on 
‘ Psychology,” to take place in January and February. . 

Members of the branch are requested by the committee to send t e 
subscriptions for membership and for the Parents' Review to Mrs. An s ^ 
7 2 , St. Georges Square (Hon. Treasurer, pro tern.), as the Brand 
no longer worked from 28, Victoria Street. Subscription $s., or 1 
including the Parents' Review . ceC ] 

All communications respecting the work of the Branch may be address 

to Mrs. Cockburn, 39, Elvaston Place, S.W. (Hon. Sec, -pro tern.), 

"'ll a ' so 8l a d to receive the names of new members. 
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c n — necemDer 10th. Mrs 

Spencer Curwen gave a most inspiring and interesting lecture at « 
Cavendish Square (by kind permission of Mrs. juler). The reading circle 
met on Monday, December 9th It is hoped that an educational debating 
society will be developed out of this reading circle. The new programmf 
will be issued shortly. Lectures to nurses, by a lady doctor and brush- 
drawing lessons to adults, by Miss Yeats, teacher to the Froebel Students 
have been arranged Mrs. Franklin is at home on Thursday mornings’ 
and will be very pleased to see members and explain the work of the 
branch to any who are interested. Subscriptions, 10s. a year, are 
now due. 

Hampstead.— In spite of the unfavourable weather a good audience 
attended the meeting on December nth, and listened with much interest 
to Mrs. Spencer Curwen’s able lecture on “ The Application of Educational 
Principles to Pianoforte Teaching,” with illustrations by two children 
who have been taught on Mrs. Curwen’s system. The chairman, Mr. 
James Shaw, well-known as an able musician, added an appreciative 
comment on Mrs. Curwen’s lecture, and Mr. Sonnenschein, with a very 
suggestive little speech, brought the meeting to a close. 

The next meeting will be held on January 14th, when a lecture will 
be delivered by Armitage Smith, Ebq , on “ The Teaching of History.” 
Chairman : Professor Griffin. 

WOODFORD AND WANSTEAD. — Mr. Howard Swan gave a lecture, at 
Mrs. Johnson’s, “ The Elms,” on the “ Gouin Series Method.” There was 
a large attendance, and the lecture was greatly appreciated. The Rev. 
G. B. Doughty took the chair. As a result of the meeting, a class for 
adults is being formed to learn French on this system. 

CLAPHAM — The first drawing-room meeting of the session was held 
at Clapham Rectory, Macaulay Road, on Monday, November 25th, 
at 8 p.m., by kind invitation of Rev. C. P. Greene. Professor Sully gave 
an address on “The Parent as Student of the Child's Mind.” The 
lecture was followed by a lively discussion, and at its close some new 

members were enrolled. T> , , 

The November Reading Circle was held at 27, Cedars Road, Clap am 
Common, by kind invitation of Mrs. Bideleux Mr. Burgess took the 

chair. Subject: “ Home Education,” by Miss Mason. 

Finchley -A meeting was held on December 5 th, at “Netherelms ” 
by kind 

appreciative audience. addresses have been promised by Professor 

Wells, of Hampstead. 

Southdown Branch ddress was given on the 28th 

Eastbourne Centre.-* yerj ^va* b Hsq-) F.R.C.S., on 

November, at the lo\\ ’ phvsical Education.” Hie lecturer 

.. The Correlation of Mental and Ph) steal uauca 
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,ng- those who apprehended danger from over- 
sa,a ’ The "ordinary school age was the time best fitted for study, 
"°, r ' the important proviso that children were well fed and in g Co d 

heJlth a clear indication of which is, that an all-round steady increase 
iveieht and height be maintained and periodically tested say every 
months ; and further, that a sufficient quantity of sleep be ensured: 
1 r hmin nower tends to ric^ r. i, 


of 

for children of 1 2, ten hours, as the brain power tends to rise and fall 
in the same ratio as bodily vigour.” 

The lecturer in answer to a question replied, that children were 
not themselves the best judges of what they could do. 1 hat was a point 
n which the skill of the educator was shown. Young children should 
not be allowed even to play until weariness asserted itself. It was not 


upon 


HOI UC an”’" L j _ 

always realized that it is not the muscular power that gives way. The 
muscles could be galvanized into action— not so the nerve-force behind 
the muscular pow'er. An important distinction had been observed 
between the brains of boys and girls. J he brain-capacity is shown 
the equal : but whereas in boys the brain fills the space allotted to it 
in girls it frequently did not; and this fact is accounted for by the lack 
of physical and outdoor exercise, for which so much less provision is 
made for girls.” 

Owing to the exceeding inclemency of the weather the attendance 
was regretably small, so that it is hoped to have this valuable address 
repeated early in the year. The January meeting will take place at the 
Caldecott Museum, in the third week, when Dr. Sherwood will give 
an address : ” Hygiene in the Home.” Particulars later. 

Leeds.— On November 31st, Miss Bishop, of Birmingham, read a most 
suggestive and interesting paper on “ Froebel in the Home ” On Dec. 

1 6th, Mrs. Francis Steinthal read a short paper on “ Some Difficulties of 
Parents,” in the drawing-room of Mrs. Barran, of Westwood. 

Scarborough. On November 1st, at a drawing-room meeting, Mrs. 
J. E. Ellis read a paper, by the Rev F. B. Westcott, on ‘‘The Parent’s part 
in the Religious Training of Boys.” The meeting was attended by about 
3 of oui members, and a discussion followed the paper. November 20th, 
rawing room meeting, by the kind invitation of Mrs. Joshua Rowntree, 
when a capital paper on “Tonic Sol-fa,” was read by Miss J. Robinson, 

1 an ssoc. of the ionic Sol-fa College. Miss Robinson’s paper 
exp aine t e met od of teaching, and a good discussion followed; 38 

pos^oned ^ reSent ' Ineet i n ff for December 6th was unavoidably 

Rutlln^P L u'~? Ct °?f r 25th ’ i8 95 - Meeting held at the High School, 
Wa er rm s ' h CamS Wi,son 8™ * lecture on “ The Action of 

lantern slides' 1 " Thor 11 7 ‘ llubtrated b y specially selected photographic 
and the lecture ^ more tban 1 5 ° children and parents piesent, 

another a^later date! * m ° 5 ' W< = "°£ <» “”*• ** 

at Newnham I .T, i 'V * ie hJ. by the kind invitation of Mrs. James, 
Mr TsTewart of *“1 Cro " R “ d - Mrs. Watson (sister of the late 
ieng) gave a most beautiful and helpful address on 
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“ A Scriptural Training.” Mrs w „ 

Y “ r - P “ °" e 0t »“>■ meetings early in the 

^“"5™ D a e „r„»" d ,2 !i' Kalhari "= (President 

of Haiieybury, „„ .. The H ”"- a ” d 

erntrorghXtea* 1 , br,nch ° f ^ 

R haU ° f the Girls ’ High School R Hf rg !i ga enngof Paints 

the 6th November, 1895, by the kind ’• edford ’ on the afternoon of 

Grace the Duchess of Bedford occupied ™ P o-hfo ^ M 'f Belcher - Her 
the chair was taken by Guy P ym Esq M p f u° n the P latf °rm, and 
accompanied by Dr. Schofield Mr 1 V ^ U® borou 8 h - He was 
Grammar School), The Rev. A. Po A ^ P n ^ ( y Head Master Bedfor d 
Bedford Modern School), Miss Dolby (HeadlU' \ ^ ead Master of the 
for Girls, Bedford), Miss C F Barnet Modern School 
Mtcheii, Mr. Rooper, H.litS,.^ ^ 

the r util, C ,“n h h . aV u n ?of^ )he folli*r, S,inS , addr " S ' e:,plaini ” g in “«*» 
Grace J D„ehe ss fT" 4 * «“ 
principles of the National Edocation Unlo " S a 7 „I .”“7 t 
formation of a local branch in this town." Her Grace addjd that’she had 
heard with great pleasure all that Dr. Schofield had laid before them and 
that as a mother she would like to say how much she felt the importance 
of early child training, and how heartily she supported the society in its 
endeavour to carry it out intelligently. She hoped that many mothers 
would join the branch in Bedford, and felt great pleasure in setting the 
example by becoming one of the first members herself. Mr. Rooper 
seconded the resolution, which was earned unanimously. Mr Guy Pym 
then read out a list of names of those whom it was proposed should form 
the officers ot the branch. The list was headed by Her Grace the Duchess 
of Bedford as president, and the following as vice-presidents Mr. Guy 
Pym, Miss Belcher, Mr. J. S. Philpotts, Dr. Poole, Miss Dolby, Mrs. 
Carroll, and The Ven. Archdeacon Michell, with a provisional committee 
of fourteen ladies and gentlemen. Pro tern . secretary, Miss C. F. Barnett. 
This list of names was agreed to unanimously. After the meeting names 
taken at the door of persons present desirous of becoming members. 

1 1 J rhfh M/MiomKpr 


were 


taken at tne door or persons present desirous or Deconnng members. 
A first General Meeting of members was held on the 16th November. 
This meeting was held on the same day as the giving away of certificates 
and prizes to the St. John's Ambulance Class, so that Her Grace the 
Duchess of Bedford was unfortunately unable to be present. The same 
reason kept away many who would otherwise have attended. Mr. J. S. 
Philpotts took the chair, and Miss C. F. Barnett, the pro tem. secretary, 
having announced that her other engagements prevented her from carrying 
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*rV B Cromartie was elected honorary secretary and 
on the duties. Mr. u. 
treasurer. _ bers enrolled already amounts to 73, and there i s 

The number of memo ^ to ^ numb er when the formation of 

every prospect of a ia g ^ known, and its valuable aims better 

the Branch in Bearoru 

understood. drawing . r0 om meeting was held on December 7th, 

B, RKENHEAO. A t’s Wallasley> Birkenhead, when Miss Rowe, of 
at Mrs. Albert » u j of Southport, read papers. A short dis- 
Manchester an ladies put down their names to join the P.N.E.U. 

SSd a°br.nch be formed in the district. 

DumrrHTV FERRY— On November 23rd, Professor D’Arcy Ihompson 
Ta very interesting lecture on “The Teaching of Geography.” h 
g ,, attended The lecture for December was to be by Miss Julia 
wi™!od on "Malmnal Self-Sacrifice, True and False." 


DUNFERMLINE.— Miss K. L. Young lectured, on 26th November, on 
“ The Moral Training of Children, specially dealing with obedience and 
punishment. The lecture was received with great interest, and followed 
by a lively discussion. Professor Geddes and Miss Clapperton have 
promised lectures after the New Tear. 


Edinburgh.— The opening meeting, on November 22nd, was a great 
success. Dr. Schofield gave an address on 44 The Formation of Character 
in Children,” and in spite of the wet weather and the fact that there 
happened to be several large meetings fixed for the same hour, there were 
about 200 people present. About 40 new members joined. 

The following Lectures and Classes have been arranged: — 1895, 
December 13th, Friday, at 4 p.m., “ The Educational Revolution,” 
Professor Geddes; 1896, January 17th, Friday, at 4 p.m., 44 Repressed 
Initiative in Children,” George Wilson, Esq., M.D. ; February 14th, 
Friday, at 4 p.m , “The Religious Teaching of Children,” Rev. H. J. 
Wotherspoon, M.A.; March 13th, Friday, at 4 pm., 44 The Physical 
Education of Growing Girls,” Miss Jessie MacGregor, L.R.C.P. & S. 

John Thomson, Esq., M.D., will lecture on Nursery Hygiene, on 
Tuesdays, at 3.30, beginning Tuesday, January 14th, 1896, at 4, Charlotte 
Square. 


Miss Bunbury, pupil of the South Kensington School of Art Needle- 
work, will conduct a Class for the teaching of Artistic Needlework to 
Children, on Saturday mornings, from 9.30 to 11.30, at 29, Charlotte 
Square. 


(for list of branches and addresses of Local Hon . Secs . see 
advertisements.) 

(Parcels of Back Numbers for distribution can be obtained from die 
ecieUry, at the rate of ten copies for i/-, or 7/6 per 100, carriage paid). 
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A MONTHLY MAGAZINE 
OF HOME-TRAINING AND CULTURE 

“ Educat 'on is an atmosphere, a discipline, a life.” 

CHILDREN PAST AND PRESENT * 


By L. 


Meade. 



I TEEL a good deal of diffidence in reading this little paper. 
I cannot forget that I am addressing some present who must 
be regarded as specialists in the art of education, and I feel 
that I have no right whatever to speak on the subject except 
as regards the training of the young from a mother’s stand- 
point I have children of my own and have brought them 
up according to my own lights, and in a fashion which many 
people might consider peculiar — it is about them and also 
about my own experiences as a child that I propose to speak. 
But before doing so, I wish to say that I do not intend to 
touch at all on what is generally known as the educational 
training of children. The intellectual standpoint I do not 
touch. It is my belief that in the mother s hands rests, 
during the early years of life, the physical and the moral 
training of the child, and it is on these points that I should 
like to say something. 

I have called my paper, Children Past and Present. Now 
there is a great and vast difference between chddren past and 
present. Between the child of the past and the child of to-day 
stretches a gulf deep and wide. The difference seems to me 
to be admirably expressed by the following anecdote. \on 
may possibly have heard it, but it is so applicable to the case, 
S iZZmS refrain from quoting it. A gentleman was once 


Read before the Duhvich Branch 
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